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By WILFRED :WELLOCK 


HENEVER 1 contemplate 

the European situation 

my imagination is seized 
with the prospect of the part 
which an awakened and unfet- 
tered Britain might play there 
in laying the foundations of a 
new world order, the order of a 
good society. I can never shake 
off the feeling that. while Brit- 
ain is running with the other 
Powers at break-neck pace to 
destruction, could the British 
people but pause for a moment 
to lift up their heads and take a 
good look round they would ex- 
claim: What fools we are to be 
sure: there in front of us lies the 
very road we have been looking 
for all these years! 


We are so obsessed with the idea 
of a fettered Europe—which of course 
is true—that we blandly assume that 
Britain is unfettered, which is untrue. 
Were Britain half as free as she im- 
agines she is, she would seize the op- 
portunity which Europe now presents 
and make proposals which would have 


DREAMS and REALISM 


N a recent statement to the House 
of Commons, Mr. Eden drew a dis- 
tinction, which he said could serve 

as a reasonable basis for British “pol- 
itical warfare,” between taking every 
precaution to secure that Germany 
should no longer possess the military 
power to plunge the world into war, 
and attempting to compass the eco- 
nomic ruin of Germany. On this 
~ Observer” commented that in fact it 
meant that the British economy would 
be maintained on a war-basis, while 
the German! economy should be 
changed to a peace-basis. In other 
words, Britain would win the war in 
order to lose the peace; while Ger- 
many would lose the war in order to 
win the peace. Mr. Eden’s dream is 

-just a dream. 

We pass over the strange assump- 
tion that Britain is going to win the 
war. It is strange to us; but the as- 
sumption is still made by 90 per cent. 
of the British people. It appears to 
be shared by 90 per cent. of the House 
of Commons. Indged, anyone who 
does not make it is a “defeatist.” Yet, 
oceasionally, a different language is 
spoken. Notably, by The Times in a 
recent leader (Aug. 1) on “Peace and 
Power.” 


When the time comes to elaborate a Eu- 
ropern settlement ut the conclusion of the 
present war, the statesmen afd peoples of 
Grem Britain and the USA should serupu- 
lously ask themselves what measure of 
power will be required in after years to 
muintain the aolutions which they advocate— 
especially if those solations are unwelcome 
to powerful countries--and in what con- 
ditions their successors will be willing or 
able to furnish that power. 


The assumption of victory is still 
‘here, But at least the realistic 
question is asked: “How. when you 
have got Germany down, do you pro- 
pose to keep her down?” What in 
fact are those “precautions” to be of 
which Mr. Eden go airily speaks? To 
which The Times in substance returns 
the gloomy answer that no such pre- 
cautions are really possible—in East- 
ern Europe sanyhow—and that the 
matter reduces to the simple question: 
Who, of Germany and Russia, is to 
have the “leadership” in Eastern Eu- 
rope? The Times piumps for Russia. 
But what is being really proposed? 
Nothing more, we think, than that 
Russia should win the present 
struggle. That is hardly a policy. 
For what. is to be done if Russia does 


an almost universal appeal, and hurl 
Hitler into abject isolation. 


But do not let us deceive ourselves. 
The opportunity of which I speak is 
largely due to Hitler, and we must 
not hesitate to admit it. It is to the 
discredit and shame of German and 
European capitalism that they failed 
to do in an orderly and democratic 
way what Hitler has done by way of 
iconoclasm. 


And let Britain take warning: if 
she fails to reconstruct her social and 
economic order very soon, when this 
war is over iconoclasm will step in 
and do it for her. Within ten years 
we may discover that Germany merely 
preceded us in the use of this method, 
and that she did so only because her 
economic position was weaker than 
ours. 


FINANCIAL POWER DETHRONED 


Hitler has dethroned the financiers 
of Germany and of Europe; destroyed 
their power forever. Neither Britain 
nor America can ever restore it. He 
has removed the obstacles to the dis- 
tribution of abundance, revolution- 
ized the social and economic structure 
of Germany and is on the way to do- 
ing that throughout Europe. In Ger- 


not win’ The only conclusion on the 
premisses is that Germany should hold 
the “leadership” in Eastern Europe. 

There would be, in different cireum- 
stances, a good deal to be said for the 
robust Churchillian notion that “pol- 
iticeal warfare” is all bunkum; and 
that we must beat Germany first. But 
the question whether Germany can be 
beaten at all is being decided now in 
Russia; and the influence of Britain in 
that struggle is nugatory. If it 
should go against Germany, Russia 
has her own solution as to what is to 
be done with Germany. So we have 
realists of the more imaginative kind, 
like Mr. Wells, pleading for a_pol- 
itical unity between America, Russia, 
and Britain. But on what basis is 
such a political unity conceivable? 
How will the Wellsian declaration of 
the rights of man go down with 
Russia? 


Idealist8 may weave their peace-so- 
lutions. But what the world is really 
undergoing is the travail of discover- 
ing a new equilibrium of power. When 
that has been reached—and it will 
perhaps be reached within a year— 
the new groupings may begin to lick 
their wounds, at any rate in the time 
they have to spare from licking the 
revolutions which await them all. 


_ And to this pursuit of the new equi- 

librium of power, in which the whole 
world is now involved in various de- 
grees, the recent Roosevelt-Churchill 
declaration is quite simply irrelevant. 
It does not touch the reality. It re- 
duces to a pious declaration that the 
kind of peace Britain and the USA 
would like can be attained only if Ger- 
many and Japan are forcibly dis- 
armed. No doubt. No doubt, either, 
that with all its fault® such a peace 
would be better than the one which 
would ensue if the USA and Britain 
were forcibly disarmed by Germany 
and Japan. The odd thing is that 
neither Germany nor Japan talks 
about that. Only Britain and USA 
hold such language. The conclusion 
is that they live in a dream-world; 
and that Germany and Japan do not. 
Their real world is pretty horrible; 
but, taken by and large, the real world 
is pretty horrible today. But we 
might at least have the moral courage 
to face it. 


many political power and social influ- 
ence have passed from the banking 
and industrial interests, the big land- 
lords and the Junkers, to the Nazis, 
most of whom were entirely unknown 
before Hitler attained power. 


The ultimate effect of this change 
may be to transform these new in- 
heritors of political and social power 
into a new privileged and ruling class. 
That danger I have never ceased to 
point out: it is the major evil I see in 
all violent revolution. Communist in- 
cluded. 


The point I desire to stress is that 
before this transformation takes place 
there lies in the present European sit- 
uation a unique opportunity to get 
some right and good things done. 
What is needed is the intervention of 
an outside Power that is in a position 
to make an offer of constructive co- 
operation backed by a magnanimous 
sacrifice of power and privilege. 


In Hitler’s New Order in Europe we 
have in actual being the germ and 
essence of what political thinkers 
have been advocating for many de- 
cades. Briand’s dream of a United 
States of Europe has come true. At 
this moment a very large part of Eu- 
rope is functioning as an economic 
unit with varying degrees of political 
autonomy in the nations which com- 
pose it. 


Eleven European countries are car- 
rying on mutual trade without the use 
of foreign currency or international 
loans, and, via the directing bureau in 
Berlin, have up to the present, accord- 
ing to The Times, been able to find in 
Europe itself compensating markets 
for 80 per cent. of the trade they have 
lost with the S. American Republics 
pirouen the operation of the block- 
ade. 


PRESERVING THE GOOD 


I am fully aware of the dangers 
which lurk in this New Order and the 
evil uses to which it may be put. 
Probably all the nations of Europe re- 
sent being tied to Hitler’s war econ- 
omy, and never cease to wonder where 
it is going to lead them. But every 
Socialist, and most political thinkers, 
in Europe will see the immense possi- 
bilities of this new development, de- 
spite their loathing of the motive of 
Germanic domination which, in some 
measure at any rate, lies behind it. 
Their problem ts how to preserve the 
‘good things in the New Order while 
doing everything possible to change 
‘its motive and control. 1 

In this situation an enlightened and 
really democratic Britain could ren- 
der an inestimable service to Europe. 
By a courageous, policy at this junc- 
ture she could free Europe from her 
present bondage, save her own dem- 
oeracy, and win the gratitude of the 
whole world. She would need all the 
courage of which she is capable, more 
courage than is demanded by this war, 
for the price to be paid is one that is 
not easy to her, not nearly so easy as 
paying for a war. 

Included in that price would be the 
surrender of class privilege and the 
class power which attends it, of im- 
perial domination and the entire profit 
‘system of capitalism, and of a large 
measure of national sovereignty. 
Were Britain prepared to make such 
‘a contribution toward the conversion 
jof Europe into a good society, the 
| leadership of that Continent could be 
hers tomorrow. But unfortunately 

she is not prepared. 


NO VITAL CHANGE 


| All the people in Europe who are 
‘looking for the signs of a new hope 
are keenly aware that the capitalist 
Government of Britain has so far 
given no undertaking which commits 
it to any vital change of policy or 
any relinquishing of those values 
which have always been the objectives 
of capitalist States. 
! What Europe wants to know is the 


ACE NEWS 


2d. 


Home Guard 


Drive 
(Mechanized) 


In spite of all Mr, Churchill’s speeches. 
Britain’s army is not completely 
mechanized. But it is coming, as 
is shown by this copy of a para- 
graph in the Dean Forest Weekly 
Argus of a week or two ago:— 


DEFENCE OF THE TOWN 
Abergavenny Steam-Roller 
£2 A Day 


if IEUT.-COL. Woodhouse, of the 

4 Home Guard, asked Abergavenny 
Streets Committee whether the steam 
roller would be available should the 
necessity arise for it to be used in the 
military defence of the town. 

The Committee decided to inform 
Lieut.-Col. Woodhouse that the steam 
roller was always available, was in 
good condition, and could be hired on 
the usual terms-—£2 10s. per day in- 
cluding driver. If the Home Guard 
supplied their own driver, the fee 
would be £2 per day. 


measure of the co-operation Britain 
is prepared to offer it. Is she ready to 
operate some such system as Hitler’s 
New Order, on a basis of equality 
with all other European States in their 
common interest, and to widen that 
system by securing co-operation be- 
tween the European and the other 
“continental” units that are in process 
of formation? On some such lines 
the foundations of a free, healthy 
world society might be laid in which 
humanity for the first time would feel 
its unity. 

One thing, however, must be made 
plain. The pre-requisite of any Brit- 
ish leadership in Europe is the com- 
plete subordination of the interests of 
class to the interests of the people as 
a whole. Let us never lose sight of 
the fact that it igs on the rock of class 
privilege and power that the modern 
world is foundering. : 

Britain must make up her mind. If 
her primary aim is to maintain the ex- 
isting social order, her star will pass 
out of the European orbit and may 
possibly set. Ere long she would 
find herself spiritually and economic- 
ally isolated, condemned to reap the 
reward of her folly. 

Britain’s future depends primarily 
upon her ability to withdraw her feet 
from the clay of class power, and the 
future of Europe upon its ability to 
avoid a return to the tyranny of class 
power in a new form. From that im- 
passe we may draw two conclusions: 
(1) that the conversion of abundance 
into class power is the supreme evil in 
the modern world, and (2) that to 
seek to remove this evil by violence 
merely changes its form. 


This is no 
~ §ell~ 


| AM told that I am a very bad 

hand at publishing the Fighting 
Fund. ‘Too true. I just haven’t 
the salesman’s touch. I slip up on 
the slogan. TE never had the gift 
of “selling” an idea; and what is 
worse, I have never been able to be- 
lieve that a good idea could be 
“sold.” 

Selling an idea belongs to one 
order of society; Pacifism to an- 
other. It is the intrinsic quality of 
Peace News, the intrinsic validity of 
the idea of a co-operative pacifist 
printing press, that will gather sup- 
port. 

Contributions for  tast week 
amounted to £27 18. 7, bringing 
the total to £2,472 18. 3. 


The Editor. 


POs and money 
Ltd’. and 


Please make all cheques, 
orders payable to Peace News 


crossed “a/c Payee,” and address them to the 
Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, 


N.4. 


¥ 


PEACE NEWS 


A PACIFIST COMMENTARY : 
« OBSERVER” 


EDITED BY 


MPHERE can have been very few, 
pacifists or non-pacifists, who 
heard the Roosevelt-Churchill decla- 


Roosevelt - Churchill Pacifists & 


Declaration 


ation' made public aa August 14 with-- handful of complete pacifists, would dream of 


out a sense of disappointment. The 
disappointment was, no doubt, of op- 
posite kinds; but it had one element 
in common—disappointment at the re- 
moteness of the declaration from the 
realities of the world-situation. 


The non-pacifist expected some 
definite indication that USA, at this 
obviously critical stage of the war, 
was ready to share the heat and bur- 
den of the day; the pacifist hoped— 
perhaps against hope—that it would 
contain something, if only by way of 
anticipation of the expected German 
peace-offensive, which might make 
some appeal to the people of Germany 
and Europe as a whole as a possible 
basis for peace, and arouse a move- 
ment which might exert pressure 
upon the present Government of Ger- 
many. 


A Hopeless Condition 


HE only part of the declaration which 
has any practical bearing on the situ- 
ation is the 8th article which, after declaring 
a pioug belief that ‘‘all the nations of the 
world, for realistic as well as spiritual rea- 
sons, must come to the abandonment of the 
use of farce,” goes on to declare that the pre- 
condition of thig is the disarmament of 
“nations which threaten or may threaten ag- 
gression outside their awn frontiers”—i_e. 
Germany and Japan. Or is Soviet Russia 
also to be included, on the strength of ita 
proceedings toward Finland, the Baltic States, 
and Sinkiang? Uf not, why not?. And what 
of Britain’s own behaviour in Irak? 

But detailed criticism of this kind may he 
left to the German press, which ig expert at 
it. The important fact is that to promulgate 
the forcible disarmament of Germany as the 
pre-condition of peace is to promulgate a con- 
déMion which no single German, except a 


accepting. That condition can be satisfied 
only at the price of a complete and crushing 
military victory over Germany. To propose 


it invites and receives the reply: ‘Come and - 


do it?" 

But not only this. It is pretty safe to say 
that the general sense of the European con- 
tinent is strongly opposed to the idea of dis- 
arming Germany in face of an armed Russia. 
The Catholic Church cannot but be opposed to 
it. And it is notable that the Voz, of Portu- 
g2], which expresses the best side of Catholic 
authoritarianism, is disgusted with the Roose- 
velt-Churchill declaration. 


Obsolete Background 


HE real criticism of the declaration is 
E that its categories of politica) thought, 
its mental background are obsolete. These 
processions of abstract principles have been 
only too familiar in world-politics during the 
last 25 years; and nothing has done more to 
bedevil world-politicg than they. The great 
first-parent of these declarations—Wilson’s 14 
points—had some dynamic effect in a Europe 
which was willing to set its hopes an political 
democracy and the independence of nations. 
That combination has broken down. The 
Present war is the outcome of its complete 
collapse—for the simple reason that none of 
the victorious democracies was in the least 
prepared to pay the price, in the sacrifice of 
immediate advantage to the common weal. 
of making a reality of that democratic society 
of nations. To attempt to revive those ideas 
as the principles of a world-peace is pure 
fantasy. They are now principles for do- 
mestic consumption only: they have no valid- 
ity outside the Anglo-Saxon world (India, of 
course, excluded). And the only means of 
establishing them is through an Anglo-Ameri- 
can military condominium over the entire 
world. 


That, at least, would be a clear policy. But 
in order to become practicable at all, it calls 
for the entire and immediate application of the 
whole resources of the USA both in produc- 
tivity and man-power, to the effort of defeat- 
ing Germany on the continent, and Japan in 
the far East, The primmest comment on this 

vena 


ELIGION has been defined 

as “right relation to re- 

ality.” Acceptance of that 
definition must depend on the 
religion so related being true. 
For there are a thousand and 
one religions going strong in the 
world today whose relation 
either to truth or reality is a 
very minus quantity; and by 
their fruits they can be known. 


If they produce confusion, division 
of interest, inconsistency of conduct; 
if their aim is anything less than the 
common good of all as the best means 
for discovering the crowning good of 
all—God himself, the ultimate reality 
behind the appearance of things—then 
the truth is not in them, or such truth 
as is in them has had lies imposed on 
it, and its relation to reality has 
thereby become obscured and weak- 
ened. 

The above definition implies a 
double search—not only for what is 
true religion, but for what is true 
reality. And if the true reality is 
something from which the world has 
moved far away, then whatever re- 
ligion it holds will be equally far away 
from the truth. If we are keeping 
true reality at a distance, we are keep- 
ing true religion at a distance—re- 
fusing to accept either. 

And, if making our religion an ideal 
instead of a practice, saying that the 
ideal is too good for us to attain to, 
we are in fact professing a sham 
realism, and are saying that reality 
is not too ideal, but too real for us. 
And the reason it is too real is be- 
cause we are too false and double- 
minded to accept it as the all-embrac- 
ing truth with which human nature, to 
be true to itself, has to be reconciled 
and made one. 


ULTIMATE REALITY 


Now in trying to define, or to iden- 
tify the reality on which the true life 
of man depends, I have used a contro- 
versial word-—the word “God”; and I 
am aware that there are many sin- 
cere and whole-hearted pacifists who 
who do not believe in a personal God. 
There are other pacifists who say that 
unless you do believe in a personal 
God you cannot be a true pacifist. In- 
deed I was myself informed in Peace 
News some years ago (when I said 
that I was more sure of being a Hum- 
anist than of being a Christian) that 


is the hair’s-breadth escape of the USA Ad- 
ministration from a direct defeat in Congress 
on the proposal to lengthen the term of mili- 
tary service from 1 to 24 years. The pro- 
posal only passed by 203 votes to 202! 


Wishful Thinking 


HE declaration is abstract and Utdpian; 

it means strictly nothing in fact; Preai- 

dent Roosevelt himself has declared that it 

does not bring the USA nearer to war! It 

seems therefore to be an elaborate kind_ of 

eye-wash. President Roosevelt and Mr. 

Churchill get together and say: “This is the 

kind of peave we should like.”” No doubt they 
would. 

But the only definite thing about this peace 
is the defeat and disarmament of Germany and 
Japan. That is definite, but it is not solid; 
and since USA does not propose to take the 
only eteps which could conceivably bring it 
abont—she dves nat even propose to extend 
the Lend-Lease principle to Russia!—the dec- 
laration is a consummate example of wishful- 
thinking. 


Shibboleths 


OREOVER, even in the economic field, 
a where it is dutifully welcomed as repre- 
senting an advance on the thought of 1918-19, 
it ig equally meaningless. It commits nobody 
te anything. Take Article 4. 

They will endeavour, with due respect for 
their existing obligations, to further enjoy- 
ment by all States, greut or small, victor or 
vanquished, of access on equal terms to the 
trade and to the raw materials of the world 
whieh are needed for their economic pros- 
perity, 


So the Ottawa Agreement is to remain! 
And what does “access on equal terms to the 
trade and the raw materials of the werld” 
really mean? These are the shibboleths of a 
dead civilization, unless they really mean that 
the raw materials of the warld are to be 
strictly apportioned on a basis of equity—aquite 
irrespective of whether they can “pay” for 
them-—among tbe nations of the world. That 


(Continued on back page) 


by LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


such an admission made my pacifism 
worthless. 


For those who, like myself, have 
thus been put outside the pale of true 
pacifism, some consolation may be 
found in the fact (for which we have 
the highest authority) that we can be 
Christians without knowing it, and 
that there is among us the Unknown 
Christ to whom, without profession of 
Christianity, Humanists can do ser- 
vice. 


For, in his parable of the Last Judg- 
ment, Christ did not make theology 
his text for right relation to reality— 
for inheritance (that is to say) of ‘“‘the 
Kingdom prepared for us from the 
foundation of the world.” His text 
was entirely humanist in character: 
“T was an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
drink; I was sick and ye visited me; 
I was in prison and ye came unto me.” 
And when the surprised humanists 
denied knowledge of ever having done 
so, his answer was: “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” 


ESSENCE OF REALITY 


_Now if that is the test of true re- 
ligion—of right relation to reality, 
what is the reality behind it all? 
Surely the essence of that reality is 
unity? And that is why there is such 
fundamental truth in that definition of 
sin, propounded by the author of the 
Theologia Germanica five hundred 
years ago: “There is only one sin, the 
sin of separation.” 


Of every sin one can think of, sep- 
aration is the root-characteristic, and 
the root-cause. The one common sin 
of the whole world all down the ages 
has been man’s persistent separation 
of his own personal interests from the 
interests of his fellow-man—the refus- 
al to see that unity is the fundamental 
reality through which alone he can 
fulfil the law of his being, and live the 
true life “prepared for him from the 
foundation of the world.” 


National aggrandisement, power- 
politics, dominance of race, division ‘of 
class, inequality in the standards of 
living, slave-labour, poverty, riches, 
and war—all these which we have 
chosen to regard either as unavoidable 
as means to our own betterment, or 
as things to be proud of, are forms of 


separation—a sham  realism-—which 
by our acceptance of it, has kept the 
true realism from making good. 
Every degree of unity which the hum- 
an race has achieved, has, within its: 
limits, done good: where it has insisted 
upon those limits it has done harm, 
because there separation of interest 
has become the bad substitute. 


And it is because war is the logical 
outcome of all those other separations 
of interest in our social systems which 
we have cultivated and justified that 
the established religions (which have 
tolerated and even given their bless- 
ing to those other separations) give 
tolerance and blessing to war also; 
and so, by their sham realism, make 
right relations to reality impossible. 


UNITY IS TRUTH 
For if the fulfilment of the human 


race is to come through unity 
(whether we regard it as the law of 
evolution or as the outcome of divine 
guidance) then unity is truth, the ul- 
timate reality from which all turning 
away is falsehood, whose other name 
1s separation, the ultimate sham 
through which no salvation can come, 
because it has not right relation to 
reality. 

Most professing Christians practise 
a religious exercise which is known as 
prayer: and when they pray, they 
pray to be delivered from all those 
separations expressed in_ thought, 
word and deed, which they regard as 
sins because they are incompatible 
with the mind of Christ, whose follow- 
ers they claim to be. And in praying 
to be delivered from them, they re- 
solve (if they are honest) to make 
all endeavour not to do them again. 


Yet there are today thousands and 
thousands of earnest Christians who, 
in their prayers, are making one ex- 
ception in favour of a monstrous in- 
compatibility, which they are resolved 
not only to continue, but on which 
they ask God’s blessing. They are 
asking for that blessing to be given 
~-very one-sidedly, of course— to 
war, the most violent, and destructive 
and extreme form of disunity and sep- 
aration which the ingenuity of man 
has been able to devise for doing to 
others what he does not wish to be 
done to himself—and, therefore, the 
biggest sham masquerading as good, 
and standing between him and right ! 
relation to reality. 


_ August 22, 194} 


INDIA 


So often pacifists talk about India, 
2 Gandhi, and non-co-operation 
without their taking a live interest in 
the country. India is to them a land 
which serves conveniently as an ex. 
ample to be quoted when an argument 
with a non-pacifist throws up the 
statement: ‘But passive resistence is 
impracticable.” It is too often true 
that this is the beginning and end of 
India to them. 


India is too far away to be a concern 
of theirs, ‘‘and anyhow, what could 
we do, here in England?” They 
know that Jawaharlal Nehru is in 
prison, but do they know that it is his 
eighth term of imprisonment in the 
last nineteen years? They know that 
there are many political prisoners in 
India, but do they know of the appall- 
ing conditions of overcrowding and 
of the barbarous treatment that many 
of the prisoners receive? Pages 
could be filled with such questions. 


It was encouraging, therefore, that 
at the National Delegate Conference 
organized by the India League and 
held in London on August 10, out of a 
total of 226 organizations represented, 
there were delegates from 38 pacifist 
bodies, including 27 groups of the 
PPU. One might contrast these num- 
bers quite favourably with the figures 
of 46 political parties represented, in- 
cluding 23 branches of the Communist 
Party. The conference was called to 
consider the ‘‘grave issue” of where 
the British people stood in relation to 
the imperialist repression of India 
and her right to freedom, “to provide 
information, and to make decisions 
thereafter.” 


PACIFIST AMENDMENT 


Whilst the conference, was whole- 
heartédly behind the inalienable right 
of India to independence, it is per- 
haps significant that the only rea) 
division was caused by an amendment 
submitted by the Ilford Group of the 
PPU to the main resolution of the 
conference. This resolution, calling 
upon the Government radically to 
change its attitude to India and to 
release all political prisoners, con- 
tained such sentences as: ... the 
increasing threats in the Far East 

. and the implications of the spread 
of the war Eastward also make the 
enlistment of India’s moral and matey- 
ial strength in a free alliance_with 
the British, the Chinese and the Soviet 
peoples an urgent and practical task,” 
and: “A free India is a.potent ally.” 


The delegates from Hford PPU, in 
moving their amendment to delete 
such sentences, stressed the supreme 
importance of granting independence 
to India without considering the pos- 
sibility of resultant material benefit 
to Britain, but because her independ. 
ence wag right in itself. They put 
forward the view that the resolution 
as it stood tended to emphasize the 
fact that the granting of independence 
to India would be useful to the Anglo. 
Soviet war effort. 


Opposers of the amendment from 
“the floor,” were unconvincing, but 
Krishna Menon spoke for the resolu- 
tion, denying such implications in the 
resolution as were alleged by the mov- 
ers of the amendment. The amend- 
ment was lost; but in the show of 
hands it probably secured about 80 to 
100 votes out of about 400 delegates 
present. 


At the close of the conference the 
Rev. Stanley Evans appealed for the 
spread of information about India. 


LEO HUGHMAN 


VACANCIES FOR TRAINEES 


The Holton Beckering Land Training Centre 
has become the tenant of an additional farm 
of 310 acres, generously granted to it rent-free 
for a period of 7 years. It therefore has 
vacancies for five COs as_ trainees. The 
“normal period of training is one year. 


The qualifications are (1) that the applicant 
should have a vocation for community agricul- 
ture (2) that he should accept the Christian 
ethic (3) that he should have the necessary 
exemption from the tribunal. Application 
from married men with children cannot be 
entertained owing to lack of accommodation. 
Letters with fullest possible personal details 
should be sent to The Secretary, CLTA. The 
Oaks, Langham, Colchester. 
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PEACE NEWS © 


_ What the Peace Pledge 


Means NOW 


SHOULD like to see the Peace 
Pledge Union state quite 


simply that if an offer of 


peace comes, from whatever 
quarter, the Union, because of 
the basis of its pledge, will sup- 
port that offer. 


That does not mean the actual 
terms need necessarily be approved. 
It is most unlikely that any terms, 
whether they come from Berlin, Mos- 
cow, or London will have in them the 
elements of justice and freedom. But 
it does mean that the pacifist believes 
that any peace is better than any war 
for the simple reason that he knows 
that it is only when the devilish pro- 
cess of mutual destruction and hatred 
has ceased that there is any hope of 
beginning the creation of a new world. 


Six months ago, certainly a year 
ago, I believe this sentiment of mine 
would have been endorsed by the vast 
majority of the movement. I fear 
that is not so today. I have been 
much distressed lately by the increas- 
ing number of pacifists who appear to 
think that because they ‘‘can’t trust 
Hitler” a continuation of the war is 
better than a peace negotiated with 
the German Government. 


“THEREFORE ———” 


Oh I know they would not say that. 
By some process of thought, which I 
cannot understand but do not doubt 
is perfectly sincere, they argue that 
by a refusal to support a peace offer, 
which would mean the stopping of the 
war, they are not sanctioning its con- 
tinnuation, 


I repeat I cannot understand that 
argument. To my mind, if a peace 
offer comes, the pacifist will be faced 
with two practical alternatives. Either 
he must support the effort to stop the 
war, or he must refuse to support it. 
He cannot stand aloof and say “These 
terms are not just, they are not hon- 
ourable; the acceptance of them will 
mean Britain cannot redeem her 
pledges to her allies; therefore ——-” 


Therefore what? I can never per- 
suade my pacifist friends who hold 
this view to finish that sentence. A 
vague generalization about building a 
better world and making everybody 
good simply will not do. Surely the 
end of that sentence must read some- 
thing like this: “therefore the war 
must go on until Britain is in a posi- 
tion to offer terms and we have in this 
country the kind of government that 
will see that those terms are just and 
honourable.” 


“The war must go on”; that, then, is 
the alternative to a refusal to sup- 
port an effort to stop it. There is no 
third way designed by God especially 
for the pacifist: an easy way, which 
savours very much of. getting the best 
of both worlds. I fear there is little 
doubt that the choice will be between 
a bad war and a bad peace. But has 
the pacifist really any choice between 
those two alternatives? 


NUMBER INCREASING 


What is disturbing is that there ap- 
pears to be an increasing number of 
people within the PPU who are no 
longer convinced they can support 
peace by negotiation. That is what I 
cannot understand. 


When they became pacifists. cer- 
tainly at the time they signed the 
peace pledge, the potential enemy, if 
war came, was Germany. The Nazi 
regime was just the same then as it 
is now. The Jews were being perse- 
cuted with the utmost cruelty. There 
was the horror of the Gestapo, and the 
unspeakable evil of the concentration 
camp. 


It was the same Nazi Germany, 
ruled by Hitler, still in the terrifying 
grip of revolution, that the men and 
women who joined the PPU pledged 
themselves not to sanction war 
against, and by the nature of that 
pledge, if war came, to make peace 
with at the earliest opportunity. I 
cannot understand how the pacifist 
who was fully aware of the situation 
and realized the implication of his 


Si 


By MARY GAMBLE 
pledge can now be uncertain about 
peace by negotiation. 


TAKEN FOR GRANTED 


Sometimes, when speaking at meet- 
ings, I have been astonished at the 
criticism levelled because I have not 
stated my dislike of the evils of Naz- 
ism. When addressing a pacifist au- 
dience I have simply taken it for 
granted that they needed no assurance 
that cruelty and injustice and the sup- 
pression of freedom were utterly ab- 
horent to anyone who has renounced 
war. 


But hatred of the evils inherent in 
Nazism (or Communism for that mat- 
ter) cannot alter the pacifist’s un- 
shakable conviction that war is wrong 
and therefore he will “never support 
or sanction another.” For the Christ- 
ian pacifist it seems to me the position 
is strengthened. He has the knowl- 
edge that he is striving to follow him 
who said ‘resist not evil.” And at 
the very centre of his religion stands 
the Cross—the inevitable result of the 
refusal to resist evil. 


EFFECT OF PROPAGANDA? 


When I meet the pacifist who is now 
uncertain about the necessity of peace 
by negotiation I become really fright- 
ened. I cannot help wondering if the 
insidious propaganda of war is not im- 
perceptibly, but successfully, pene- 
trating into our very midst. 


.I am not making any attempt to 
suggest what our propaganda out- 
side the movement ought to be. All I 
want is to plead that those of us who 
signed the pledge should very seri- 
ously face its implication in the pres- 
ent situation. 


We did not say ‘“‘I renounce war 
(provided the enemy is not too evil).” 
Nor did we say “I will never sanction 
another (but this one must go on just 
a little longer until freedom and just- 
ice are secured).” We signed that 
pledge without any reservations at all, 
fully aware that in its very simplicity 
lay the dangers and difficulties of its 
redemption. 


Group Notes 
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By JOHN BARCLAY 


We Need Your Money! 


PACIFISM is not a faith that is de- 

pendent on war or peace; it is a 
way of life which it is our business as 
individuals to witness to. During 
this present war it is becoming more 
clearly seen by many outside our own 
ranks that the violent way of military 
victory or defeat does not hold out 
any hope of final peace for either vic- 
tor or vanquished. If we will adhere 
to the greater faith, we shall inspire 
in others the hope that is ours, and 
be on the path to ultimate victory. 
The sacrifices made for war can be 
made equally for peace. We believe 
that the money and lives now being 
poured out so recklessly on all sides 
will produce nothing but bitterness 
and poverty. Our appeal is to the 
hearts and minds of men and women 
who at such a time dare to stand aside 
from this universal] folly and in com- 
plete faith carry on their work for 
pacifism. 


For this work we need men and 
money. The winter that lies ahead of 
us will be a bitter one—th¢s we are 
told by experts on both sides! The 
pacifist is called upon to make a 
greater sacrifice in proportion to that 
of the non-pacifist. To carry out the 
plan of area reconstruction calls for 
the enthusiasm and co-operation of all 
members and a willingness to sub- 
scribe. The development that is al- 
ready beginning needs not only the 
pennies but the pounds. Remember 
that 25 per cent of all you send is to 
be used to build up a strong local 
movement—in your area. 


I appeal especially to those mem- 
bers who are still fortunate enough 
to have bank balances—the small in- 
comes are always being drained. 
Please send all postal orders and 
cheques to me or the _ treasurer, 
marked “Area Development.” Give 
now and give often. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Crosby, Liverpool. A short time ago we re 
ceived a cheque for £10 from the Crosby PPU 
Group, which consists of only about 12 active 
members. I wrote for further information 
and now pass on to others the secret of the 
appeal which produced such a mugnificent re- 
sult: 

“The appeal was in the form of a ‘PEACE 
WEAPONS' Week. We canvassed sympath- 
izers, Quakers, and inactive non-group mem- 
bers of the PPU in the immediate locality. 
We teft this appeal at their homes, and fol- 
lowed it up later by a personal call.” 


An Open Letter to HANNEN SWAFFER 


Dear Hannen Swaffer, 
N the Daily Herald for Aug. 4 you 


write: “I never see in Peace News 
any criticism of Germany. Only we 
British are to blame!” 


There is one vital difference be- 
tween the attitude of a warmaker and 
that of a peacemaker. The former 
always has to blacken his enemy and 
has to prove by comparison that he 
himself is faultless; while the man of 
peace realizes that it is not his busi- 
ness to be putting others right, be- 
cause virtue imposed by force is no 
virtue at all; but on the other hand 
the real duty of every man, institu- 
tion, or nation is to put one’s own 
house in order. The one who does so 
sets the example which is better than 
either precept or coercion. There is 
a very real connection between sound 
domestic policy and sound foreign pol- 
icy. Those who are not just to their 
own countrymen cannot possibly be 
just to foreigners. 


The militarist, concentrating on the 
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evil in the other chap and forgetting 
the beam in his own eye, misses the 
real job. That way lies war and ever- 
more war. He starts from a_ wrong 
premiss—that we are all right and 


the other chap all wrong. So it 
comes, as Ponsonby proved years ago, 
that warmaking governments daren’t 
speak the truth. Hence the censor- 
ship. If they daren’t, and you daren’t, 


we, God helping us, dare and will, and 
you should be thankful. 


RESULT OF SIN 


The pacifist also realizes that war comes on 
ang nation because of the sin of that nation. 
lf we had not been selfishly imperialist, if we 
had seen the vital importance of strengthening 
the League of Nations (instead of letting our 
Tories destroy it); or if we had been sane and 
tolerant enough to make friends with Rus- 
sia (the Daily Herald’s record in this respect 
is particularly bad); if we had done the op- 
posite in any of these things of what we 
actually did, the war would most probably 
hnve been averted. 


The war has come upon us because of cur 
evil. Therefore, to remedy the disease we 
must get rid of our own evil. A victory, far 
from abolishing war, is more likely to con- 
firm us in the. evil ways that will bring on 
the next war. 


“Are members of the Peace Pledge Union 
mad? Or is it sheer hypocrisy?” you ask. 
My reply is, “neither!’? Sanity luoks like mad- 
ness to the crazy. The pacifists ure the only 
people who have not so far been hoodwinked. 


Yours, etc., 


JOHN H. BROCKLESBY 


MPHE basis of the Peace Pledge 
_ Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained, is: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


TN SES SS a PR 


The appeal: 
“PEACE AT ANY PRICE?--ON THE 
CONTRARY” 


“Pence is obtainable only at a great price 
in effort, courage, thought, and money. The 
League of Nations was considered expensive 
at an annual cost of a mere fraction of the 
Money that even ten years ago waa being 
spent on armaments by this country alone. 
‘today, when millions are raised for war weap- 
ons, the Peace Pledye Union, the largest paci- 
fist movement in this country, is being 
threatened with bankruptey. 


“Even if you are not a pacifist, you will 
allow that minority movements throughout 
history have rendered signal service to man- 
kind in their maintenance of values which 
would otherwise have been lost. The smal) 
flame of pacifism must be kept alight if we 
ure to emerge from this war with our sense 
of equality and justice undiminished. 


“We are striving to safeguard these values, 
but unless we receive help from the very few 
friends we have, our movement is faced with 
financial collapse. 
the order of the day, and this week we are 
trying to raise the small sum of £10 as a 
local contribution to the Penee Pledge Unian, 
Will you help us?” 


£12 10s. was collected and new interest re- 
vived in the group. 


(N.B. EVERY week is Peace Weapons Week ! 
J.B.) 


Kingsway and East Didsbury. Under this 
mew title the old Didsbury group has been re- 
vived and already two very successful] meet- 
ings have been held. 
to get into touch at once with the secretary— 
George J. Harrison, 12 West Croft Road, Man- 
chester 19. 


The following MAGAZINES AND NEWS 
SHEETS have been received :-— 


Pacifist Review, The Ploughshare, North- 


umpton Regional News, Peace Commentary,. 
Peaceward, Contact, Amity, The Torch, North-- 


ern Ireland News Sheet, Blackheath News 


sheet, The Pacifist, East Kent Bulletin, Wood. 


Green Bulletin, Wakefield News Letter, E 10 
and E 11 News Letter, Moston Groupers Let- 
ter. Service, High Wycombe Letter, Glasgow 
Bulletin, Eastbourne Group Bulletin, Ply- 
mouth Fellowship News, Ewell District Paci- 
fist Bulletin. 


Please let me have any others which are in 
circulation. 


J.B. 
Weekend School. At Heys Farm Guest 
House. on July 26. members from Preston. 


Blackburn, and district met to hear a series 
of interesting lectures by Roy Walker. The 
subject of the talks was non-violenee. or. as 
Roy Walker more adequately defines it, Per- 
sistent Good Will. ' 


The first session was devoted to a ruthless 
examination of the ambiguity of many of the 
terms used in the pacifist vocabulary; the 
following sessions to an outline of the tacties 
used by non-violent resisters, based upon a 
study of the methods of Mr. Gandhi and Shrid- 
haruni and to suggestions regarding the oc- 
casion and probable effect of the use of satya- 
vrana. Discussion, not always entirely rele 


wit but always provocative, followed each 
alk, 


Roy Walker “left some of us with the un- 
comfortable feeling that we pacifists are a 
feeble lot, insufficiently zealous and inade 
quately equipped for a job of work which may 
be thrust upon us sooner than we imagine.” 


Wimbledon.—200 people listened to a state- 
ment of the pacifist case on Wimbledon Com- 
mon on Sunday. _ This was the third in a series 
of weekly pec nee organized on behalf of 
y Bernard Priestman. 96 
Richmond Road, S.W.20—which has roved 
markably succeasful. abenr 


Huddersfield. Although the local paper and 
the transport committee refused. to take ad- 
vertisements for it, about half the 120 people 
who paid 6d. each to attend a PPU public 
mecting in the Labour Rooms on July 29 
were non-members. And there wag no hostil- 
ity whatever tu the speaker, James H. Hudson 
w hose unequivocal title was ‘There must be 
negotiatiuns.”’ 

Bath. While not claiming that it has taken 
ful advantage of its continued immunity from 
the worst ravages of war, the secretary of the 
Bath Group, in his report for the vear ended 
June 30 Inst. puints “with some pride to three 
successful public meetings, addressed by TLau- 
rence Housman, Herbert Gray, and Vera 
irittain .. . More satisfactory than the ood 
attendance was the quality of these meetings, 
which showed that public witness to pacifism 
ean still be usefully made.” The Rroup's pro- 
Sie aided besides visits from other 
sneakers, a fortnightly stud re o 
PPU Study Handbook. Thiikep ae 
Stuart Isuac and Leslie Whiskin, the local 
difficulties caused by the wholesalers’ ban on 
Peace News have been largely overcome, and 
some 120 conies are now being distributed in 
Bath and district. 

Richmond, At the speakers and study clasa 
on Tuesday (Aug. 26) the subject will be the 
National Peace Council’s sixth Peace Aims 
pamphlet, The Sniritual Basis of Peace. This 


class meets ut 97 Sandycombe. Rd... Richmond, 
als p.m 


Woodford. Writing in the Woodferd and 
Distriet Peace News for August, the editor. 
Frank Poge (156 Prospect Rd., Woodford 
Green), reports that “two or three COs 
friends of mine, active and experienced wark-— 
ers among boys (one has just completed {wn 
years a8 a superintendent in a mental home 
for hays) _are planning to start a boys’ home 
on Christian pacifist Hnes. Negotiationa have 
been started to acquire a house. and it is honed 
that about two dozen;boys from 6 to 138% 
either ovacuces or some of thase unwanted 
children, who really do exist even in a Christ- 
jan country, will be gathered together and 
enjoy the comfort and affection which we have 
all had in a happy home.” Help is needed 
with money. clothes, games, furniture. ete. 

Scottish Council, It is intended to issue the 
Scottish Pacifist at regular intervals All 
contributions should be sent to John Highet 
the new editor. : 


War Weapons Weeks are ' 


All members are asked’ 
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Continued from page two 


ws world-socialism, or it ig nothing. 
ws the safer bet. 


Even if Germany and Japan were to be 
totally defeated, can one imagine capitalist 
Britain and capitalist America establishing 
such a system? Let them begin by putting , 
their awa house in order. Whatever be the 
enormities; committed by Germany, by Japan, 
and by Russia in the process—-these new em- 
gires” have al least got a strunglehald on 
capitalism in their own territories. 


Nothing 


Policing The Peace 


UT behind the declaration, the wise-guys 
tell us, there igs a whole series of 
practical measures of war-collaboration which 
eannot ‘be made public. These are the real 
goods; the rest is window-dressing— propa- 
#anda addressed chiefly to the American people 
am the hope of getting them behind the war- 
effort. This may well be the truth of the 
matter. But let us not forget that the Ameri- 
can people, from unother angle, is almost as 
eceptical of Wilsonian declarations of prin- 
ciple as are the Germans themselves. This 
time they will have to face the reality. Are 
they really prepared to devote the whole ener- 
@ies of the nation for the next ten years to 
winning the war, and after that to policing 
uhe peace? 
ff the American people were to say “Yes,” 
and to pledge itself by a solemn declaration to 
the world, ratified by Congress and Senate, to 
falfil this obligation, pacifist though I am, t 
aay that this would be indeed a historic event, 
and I would welcome it, because I believe it 
would make for world-peace. But anything 
tess than this is a delusion and a snare. We 
wany deceive ourselves with something less; 
the USA may deccive itself: but the rest of 
the world will not be deceived. If America 
& prepared to pay the price of the peace it 
would like, well and good: if not, Jet it say 
fonestly that all that it is prepared to do is 
te try to prevent—‘by all aid short of war” 
—Britain and Russia from being defeated. 


- wed eer i] 
e °. e e 

Maximum Possibility 
LARITY on this point is essential if the 
world is to be saved an aimless pro- 
dengation of the miseries of war. And it 
ws the moral duty of the American people and 
the American President to give us this clarity. 
for my own part, I do not believe that Ameri- 
ea is prepared to pledge herself to win the 
war and police the peace. Dr. Gallup himself 
eays that “‘the greatest stumbling-block to 
wore whole-hearted American participation in 
the war is the fear that it may involve an- 

wther great expeditionary force to Europe.” 


(The public hopes (he declares) that by 
@iving aid to England we can avoid such a 
war effort. Even if this expanding aid 
shoald mean a little shooting it is likely that 
the public would not seriously oppose it. 
‘The public seems only to baulk at steps 
which will, in its opinion, unulterably com- 
ait us to sending x2 large army to Europe. 

Khercfore, the struggle which goes on in 
Americam opinion is not, in the real sense, 
vver the issue of going into the war or not 
moing in. The struggle is over the issue of 
bow far we can go in our programme of 
hetping Britain and her Allies and aiding 
oar ewn defence without becoming so in- 
volved that the only way out iy full partici- 
pation 3,000 miles away. 


_ Should the public decide that England was 
io danger of defeat, the United States would 
be willing, judging from a number of stud- 
dex om thts point, to give her the full help 
of eun navy and of such other branches of 
eer armed forees as might be in a position 
4o give help (New York Times quoted by 
Oaily Telegraph August 18). 


The maximum possibility here indicated is 
aot enough -not nearly enough. And if that 
eeally is the maximum possibility, then the 
soomer we forget the Churchill-Roosevelt dec- 
faration the better. The victory it assumes 
hecames absolutely imposstble. 


‘* Blitsrate- 


ETTER therefore to keep our eyes glued 
on the warmap of the Eastern front 
will o’ the wisp A 


than be lured by that t ye 
correspondent challenges my hesitant opinion 
vhat the Germun Blitzkries may have failed 
against Russia and pojnts out “two highly 


significant facts.” 


First, that since the war beran the Ger- 
man army has been actually enguged in battle 
ea a limited front only for 6} months com- 

engage- 


with over 4 years’ continuous 
an on all fronts in 1914-18. The second is 
shat the “Hlitz-rate’? on the Eastern front 
ae. rate of gaining territorial area in, op- 
position to an armet force in a given time— 
actually exceeds the “Dlitz-rate’? on the West- 
ern front in 1940, On the Western front 


» miles was gained in 11 weeks—— 
meg oma on the Eastern 


24.000 square miles per week; 0 9 
front 253,000 square miles has been gained in 
@ weeks—31,000 equare miles per week. The 
“Blitz~rate” has therefore increased by 25 per 
cent. 

This sober analysis is salutary, though I 
should have said that the conception of the 
Blitzkrieg includes something more than swift 
sceupations of territory against an opposing 
aemy--eamely shattering of the opposing army 


aiself. 


German ** Anaiety 


INYHOW, my correspondent's analysis 1 
(%& enough in itself to show that I was at 
east premature in suggesting that there has 
Seen any failure of the Blitzkrieg against Rus- 
‘gia. I pote that American military opinion 
stil is that the German armies are ‘pretty 
well up lo schedule”: and it is obvious from 
ehe recent lighting; advance in the Southern 
Ukraine against Marshal Budyenny’s army 
what the German army has lost nothing of its 


gower of feeling for th i al 
«ng a sudden and devastineg penetration. 1 


accepted,” says The Times (Aug. 
borane ae pei are pee to 

apture 6 dessn o ev. 
seat we must take with a whole peck 
of salt the constant statement that the anxiety 
wl the German people is 
captured the Ukraine agai 
abe Russian army in, say. 


e weak spot and mak- 
3 


growing. To have 
nst the full force of 
10 weeks is not the 
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0// Rejected 


4 SOLICITOR who has dealt with 
“about 50 appeals by conscientious 
objectors, commenting on the part of 
the current War Resister (quarterly 
organ of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national) which deals with the opera- 
tion of Section 5 of the conscription 
Acts, has suggested that a number of 
erroneous conclusions are drawn 
therein. 


He states first that, reckoning to- 
gether those given non-combatant 
duties and those removed from the CO 
register without qualification, 57% of 
the applications for exemption, from 
military service fail, and that, on ap- 
peal, “‘of the 57% there is a very large 
number of people who, while getting 
relief from combatant service, do not 
in fact get real relief to their con- 
science.” He adds: 


It is in my view a dangerous assumption, 
and one not warranted by the evidence, that 
the majority of the people refused exemption 
from military service of one kind or an- 
other are content with the decision of the 
local tribunals. The fact that a large pro- 
portion fails to appeal is not necessarily 
evidence of such content. The fact that a 
man Jacks knowledge or moral courage to 
carry on alone against a hostile world, 


kind of exploit that the German people will 
find discouraging. I fancy that were the 
British army to experience the same good 
fortune the church bells would be ringing. At 
least we may suppose it to be rather more en- 
couraging to them than Wavell’s advance into 
Cyrenaica was to us. 


New Military Necessity 


1 Nigga ee the report (if not the evi- 
uk: dence) accumulates that Japan is pre- 
paring to attack Russia. That would be a 
very serious matter indeed; for if the Vladi- 
vostuk route is closed, how can the USA give 
Russia any real help at all? Rubber and tin 
und machine tools are said to be urgent needs 
{Times Aug. 18). The most practicable al- 
ternative route would be from the Red Sea, 
crossing Tran (Persia, that was) by rail or 
air. 

Hence the crucial importance of fran, and 
the urgent repetition of the Russo-British 
warning to [ran that “the number of Germans 
in Iran is excessive and must be reduced,’”’ 
There are, it is said, about 3,000 and they are 
mainly in vital services such as the ports. 
telegraphs, and Tailway: So, militarily spenak- 
ing. there 1s a race between the German ad- 
vance round the Black Sea coast, and the 
British-Russian pressure on Tran, 

Principles or no priciples, Iran must be 
kept ‘‘open’; and if Iran has to be deprived 
of her “sovereign rights,’’ well, necessity 
knows no law. But why should we not be 
honest about it? Why pretend that we do not 
do these things? We do them, and for the 
reason as the Germans—to safeguard 
interests.” 


same 
our “vital 


Perversion of Poetry 


NTELLECTUALS and artists, unless they 
he of the highest order of genius, have a 
pliable morality. In times of stress they tend 
to run with the crowd. of whom in other times 
they are seornful. The rather painful thought 
came to me in rending a poem by Mr. Richard 


Church in The ‘imes Literary Supplement 
(July 19). Ut is not a very good poem, though 
praises an exeellent thing the ploughed 
sarth. It ends: 
Leave the tyrant to his hour 


He has never understood. 
The implication being that whereas we Brit- 
ho understand and lave the ploughed earth, 
More Hitler does not. There are many terrible 
{ to be urged against Hitler, but this 
ix assuredly not one of them. Quite the con- 
trary. It is he who has defended agriculture, 
with his philosophy of Blut und Boden, and it 

ins we whoa have neglected i! 


Genius and Talent 


NONTRAST with this perversion of poetry 
into propaganda Thomas Hardy’s poem 
on a kindred theme: ‘In the Time of Hreaking 
of Nations,” written in 1916. 
Only a man harrowing clads 
In a slow silent walk 
With an old horse that stumbles aud nods 
Half asleep as they stalk. 
Only thin smoke without flame 
rom the heaps of couch grass 
Yet this will go onward the same 
Though dynasties pass. 
Yonder a maid and her wight 
Come whispering by: 
War’s annals will cloud into night 
Ere their story die. 

There is the difference between genius and 
talent; between the power to discern the 
eternnl human. the Divine Humanity, and the 
ephemernl trick af suborning vision to palit- 
ical expediency. We read the Hardy poem 
and our unquiet souls are stilled, whether we 
be warrior: or pacifists. Richard Church 
would sting the one tu hatred of the enemy; 
and the other to disdain -of Richard Church. 
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Mait 


is no evidence that he is “not moved hy 

any profound pacifist convictions.” 

Discussing the suggestion that Sec- 
tion 5 has made things easier for the 
CO in this war than in the last, he 
comments that ‘‘it is not possible to 
compare the two periods for the sim- 
ple reason that in this war there are 
alternative forms of service acceptable 
to many COs and also to the State.” 


FOR ALLIED C.O.s 


The Executive of the Fellowship of 
Conscientious Objectors has sent to 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Ernest Bevin, 
and other MPs a resolution strongly 
deprecating “the attitude of the Gov- 
ernment in disallowing conscientious 
objection for people living in England 
because no such legal provision for 
objection exists in theiy parent coun- 
try.” 

The members of the Executive 
“press strongly for the abolition of 
any inequality among allied nationals 
and urge that the same legal recogni- 
tion of freedom of conscience be 
granted as to British subjects.” 


ADVISORY BUREAUX CHANGES 


Hackney.—Douglas Irvine. 35 Alwyne Rd., 
Canonbury, N.1. 

Stourbridge has a new bureau: C. Janes, 
Tintern, Tanhouse Lane. Cradley. Staffs. 

Wembley.—E. Dixon. 20 Stanley Ave.. Al- 
perton, Middlesex. 
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ACCOMMODATION 


COMFORTABLE home wanted for elderly 
lady, bright disposition, requiring attention. 
Reasonable terms.—Box 888 Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to MceCraith 
and Hrooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Vtace, N.W.11. {Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifirts. 

FURNISHED GARDEN FLAT to let, small, 
self-contained, all conveniences. 263.--Mrs. 
Marshall, Flat 12, 360 Camden Road, N.7. 

HOUSE to let. furnished or unfurnished, 
outskirts N. London; suit family or small 
“community.” Low rental._-Box 854, Peace 
News, 2 Blackstock Rd.. N.4 

PACIFIST COUPLE require urgently un- 
furnished house, bungalow, or self-contained 
flat, Pinner district.—Box 855. Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4 


SIX pacifists, living long distances apart, 
wish to rent JArge room for use at weekends, 
Central London dist rict.—Box 899 Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd,, N.4. 


WOULD the lady from Beaufort Mansions 
Chelsea, who borrowed the keys of 8 Mead- 
way Gate from Messrs. McCraith and Brooks 
kindly return same to them as soon as possible. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FRENCH intensive coaching required. modi- 
fied matric. North London, Islington, High- 
gate, Finchley preferred. — Box 889 Peace News 
3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


LEARN to write and speak for peace and 


human brotherhood. harnes:ing artistic. tm- 
aginative, intuitive and individua) gifts. cor- 
respandence leasona 5s ench (Aten amit 
classes Is. Gd. each) Dorothy Matthews, 


B.A. 32 Primrose Hill-road. London, N.W.3. 


YOUNG COUPLE offer progressive educa- 


tion, communal home children (7-12), Wye Val- 


ley. £5 monthly” ineclusive-—Young. B.A., 
Hollyside. Brockweir, Chepstow, Mon 
FOR SALE & WANTED 

CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriage 


maid. all complete. thus ready to use. £7 180 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry 


WANTED —Honey: English. 
Packed or bulk. Also canned and bottled fruit 
Frith. Health Centre, Ficet wood. 
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Displayed Advertisements 
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Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
jeas does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
comed, though na payment ia made They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 


Published from 3. Blackatock Rd.. Londoa 
N.4., by “Peuce News” Ltd. Printed by 
Clifford Printing Co., London, N.16. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


CAPABLE C.O.s wanted for Hard Work 
with group on market garden farm, Home 
Counties. Voluntary, subsistence provided — 
Box 898 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


CONNECTION gardening work available 


weekly.— Box 897 Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4 


PACIFISTS interested in establishing a pro- 
gressive Community Farm, Guest House, Pre. 
paratory School, etc., and prepared to invest 
not less than £200 in debentures, and work 
hard for “keep’’ and pocket money and a 
share of profits, are invited to write, stating 
religious bias, experience, and age, to—Box 
895 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


VACANCIES in Sussex pacifist community, 
men or women; unsuitable for children: land 
work plentiful locally —Box 893 Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.A. 


WOMAN pacifist, gardener, 22. three years’ 
college training, vegetable, fruit, flowers, glass 
requires work. Interested Christian Commun- 
ity.-RowJutt, Blenheim Villas, 
Middlesbrough, Yorkshire. 


Longlands, 


LITERATURE &c. 


QUAKERISM. _{[nformation and titerature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends. free on applica 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee 
Friends House, Euston Road. London. N.W1 


READ Pamela Kellino’s vivid story of stim 


life, This Little Hand. published by Robert 
Hale. ‘‘The reader is left with the impression 
of sober imaginative truth ’--Times Literare 
Supplement. 


WHO knows of Agni Yoru ?—Write Box 496 


Peace News. 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4 


MEETINGS. &c. 


LABOUR Pacifist Fellowship Discusses 
school. Saturday August 23 at Dick Sheppard 
Club, Binney St., Oxford St.. W.1 (opposite 
Selfridges) : discussion opened by Fred Messer 
M.P on “The Purpose of the Fellowship with- 
in the Labour Party.” First session 2.30 p.m 

ten 4.45 (price 8d.) : second session 5.30 p.m 
to 7 p.m. Visitors welcome. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
EXPERIENCED Children’s 
mother’s help reauired Sept., 
children. Progressive school associated with 
Quaker Community.—Sherwood School, Epsom 
Tel: 9125. 
QUALIFIED 
mistress required twice 
Children 6-13.-—-Miss 
Broadway, Mill Hill, N.W.7. 


WANTED All-Round Sign, 


Nurse or 
Rroup small 


physica] training master or 
weekly, Mill Hill 


Whatmough. 122¢ The 


. y Poster. Silk 
screen and display artist (W of E).—Box 900 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4: 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


ACCOUNTANT. aged 30, varied experience. 
seeks change; would take charge or assist in 
accountancy of firm (non-war industry). hos- 
pital ete.; prefer work for Quaker.—-Box 894 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


C.O. aged 2t, intelligent, fit, under notice 
(one month) dismissal, will undertake work 
of almost any description. mechunieal, cleri- 
cal, agricultural; preferably Swindon (Wilts.) 
Nae -Box 892 Peace News, 3 Bluckstock Rd. 


C.0.. young man, 29, seeks general farm 
work (no experience): 12 years driving, very 
adavtable and energetic.—Box 891 Peace News 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


TWO excumpted objectors seek useful land 
work with suitable accommodation, prefer- 
vbly near London,--Box 890 Peace News. 3 
Blackstock Rd., N_4. 


IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heyes Farm 
a Guest House founded on Quaker principles 
—Wardens. Sidney and Olive Lucas W Brad- 
ford. sr Clitherae 
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